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XXXVII. 

A Letter from the Rev. Stephen Hales D D. 
^f F. R. S. to the Prerident, ferving to 
inclofe a Letter to him from Walter Bow- 
man Efq\ concerning an Earthquake felt 
at Eaft Molefey in Surry, on March 1 4. 
1749-50. 

SIR* Teddhgton, April 11. 1750. 

toad May 3.Y HAVE here inclofed a Letter from my 
175 °' X Neighbour Mr. Bowman, at Mole fey > 
near Hampton Court s whofe Veracity and Abili- 
ties to make the proper Obfervations, I can depend 
on. I well remember the extraordinary Redncfs, 
frc. in the Sky the Evening before, which he 
mentions. The Shock which he felt in a Chair, 
was, as I guefs, in Italy $ he having travelled much 
abroad. I am, 

S I R, 

Tour obliged humble Servant, 

Stephen Hales. 

Reverend Sir> %*ft Mokfey, April 8. 1750. 

BEING informed that you have made fome 
Obfenations on the late Earthquakes, as of late 
I have not been at ieifure to wait on you, I take 
this Opportunity of informing you, that the third 

Shock 



Shock in thcfc Parts is paft fomc Weeks ago: So 
that the fearful Expectations, which have unmanned 
the daftardly Londoners, have no other Foundation 
than this, thaf,in all Events, Englijhmen arc ftill 
after the Fair. 

The Author of Nature, for our Sins, may 
alarm us with a fourth, and four hundred more, if 
His Wifdom pleafess but, as to a third, fo little 
do our guilty Confciences, or vifionary Monitors, 
know of the Matter, that Providence has prevented 
the Fears of the one, and antedated the Predi&ions 
of the other. For, without any regular Connexion 
with the Moon, it happen'd about 7 Days after the 
fecond Shock, on the 14th of March, I believe, be- 
fore 4 o' Clock in the Morning 5 when full awake, 
I felt my Houfe, for a Second or two, fhake, like 
a Spaniel juft come out of Water. My Bell on the 
Stair-cafe rung only one Twitch. I rofe, look'd 
out, and faw the Moon fliine bright, without one 
Cloud, or one Breath of Wind $ and, finding none 
of my Servants difturb'd, I return'd to found and 
quiet Sleep. 

It was exaftly of the fame Nature with the fe- 
cond Shock, a Shudder of the Houfe from Top to 
Bottom; fo that I neither miftook the one nor the 
other for an Explofton of Mr. Normans Horfe- 
Powder-Miils, wherein, you know, he never works 
above 40 Pounds at a time. Here I felt nothing 
like an Explofion, but a Concuffion, which any Man 
may conceive, from his Hand fhaking a Bed upon 
Carters, if we may compare great things to fmalL 
Nor can I defcribe the fecond Shock, felt alfo in 
Bed, compared with this third, otherwife than by 
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the Shudder of a Horfe alter fwimming, more ftrong 
than that of a Dog $ while- the fame Bell founded 
all in Confufion, as if it had been pack'd and tofs'd 
in a Hamper. 

The 13th o£ March, in the Evening about Sun- 
fct, the Sky was dreadfully charged with a deep 
Purple mixed with Red, which, from the Weft, 
tinged the Clouds by the South quire to the Eaft $ 
and was fuccecded by a clear effulgent Crimfon or 
Pink-Colour, luminous, as deep, as ever Eye pierced 
into the azure Blue. 

I neither have met with, nor heard of, any Pcr- 
fon, who felt this f :cond Shake which I have de- 
scribed. But, if any Memorials are to be preferved 
of thefc feveral Shocks, all w r hich I have felt mod 
diftin&Iy, I think this ought not to be forgot 5 bc- 
caufe I do not apprehend it to have been ftrong 
enough to have waked any Pcrfon, nor to alarm 
even any one awake in Bed. And as for thofe who 
were up, and on foot, I do not think they could 
have perceived it, if I may judge by fuch a one, 
which I once felt by a fingle Start of my. Chair, 
without knowing what it was, till I compar'd Notes 
with my more expericne'd Neighbours. 

To conclude, this ought not to exempt us from 
Fear, but to awaken ourTruft in Providence 5 fince 
Nature works, and few perceive it ; and when fhe 
works, whom fhe has a Mind to fave are fafc, and 
thofe fhe intends to deftroy cannot efcape. Within our- 
feives we find Strength or Wcakncfs to bear her ex- 
traordinary Touches; but to fly from them, even 
an Immortal cannot s fincc her Hand reaches over 
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nil the vifiblc and invisible World. Reverend Sir, 

I am, 

Tour ftneere Friend, and 

woft obedieyit Servant, 

Walter Bowman. 



XXXVIII. 

AbJlraEi of a Letter from Mr. Pennant to 
Rich. Holford Efq\ Mafter in Chancery, 
of an Earthquake felt in Flintfhire, on 
April" 2. 1750, 

Downing, near Holywell mFlintJlAre y April 3. 1750. 

Read May io.tt AST Night wc were greatly aiarm'd 
l749 ' i J with a violent Shock of an Earth- 
quake between 10 and no' Clock. I, who was 
in Bed, was frequently moved up and down 5 and 
the Bed, having Callers, was removed fome fmall 
Space from its proper Situation. 

During the Shock, a great Noife was heard in 
the Air; and, fome Nights before, Lights were fcen 
in the Sky 5 fuch as were previous to the Earthquake 
111 Town. 

Thanks to Providence, no further Mifchicf has 
happend, than the Terror this unufual Phanome 
non occaiion'd in our Family. 

This Place is about two Miles from the Sea. 
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